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‘We couldn't afford
to buy so we share

Amanda and Bob Wheatley fell in love
with Tuseany and then found an unusual
vet affordable way to buy a home there

When Amanda and Bob light the
fire in their Tuscan getaway, they
can't believe it's theirs. They
thought Tuscany was out of their
price range until they found this
place - Borgo di Vagli - and were
able to buy a share of a two-bhed
apartment for just over £40,000




Borgo di Vaghi, where the
Wheatleys have a holiday
home, is a stunning 14th
century hamlet with a cluster
of 20 stone houses nestled an
a hillside in the Niccone valley
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- many rules farevenything -

life's notas rigid as it ean be
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Because this area of Tuscany
is part of a large protected
area, no new developments
can be built to spafl the
magnificent views
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WHO LIVES HERE? Amanda
and Bob Whaatley, who run
Qutran Saiting (01539 488981),
and their gight-year-old son Jash
PROPERTY A twibid hioliday
apartment in Borgo di Vaglhi (00

390575 619660; www.borgodi
vagll,com},-a T4th-cantury
hamiat 1n the Tuscan hilks
BOUGHT FOR £43 900 1in
2006 The cauple bought 2 share
of the ownership, which means

they-can visit as often as thay
like: as tong as there's availabifity
WORTH TODAY £62,200

WHY WE LOVE IT Tt meant wa
could buy a:property 1 Tuscany’

Muost evenings are
spent eating at
home, but there's
also O-year-old
trattoria in the
hamiet that does

uying i holiday home
abroid hase mever been
part of Amandi and
Boly Wheatlevs life
plan.“Living where we doin the
Lasker E¥istriet wie're o bit spaily,
Often we'd go on holiday and find
it's actually more brautiful at
|l|.l111|":1:~.'l:l.'.~' Amanda, A Lrip o
Tuscamy in Auwgust 2000, however,
changed evervthing: 'When Bob
anad Leame to Tusciny, we jist said
toseach other, “this is fantastic™
Mot only were they taken b the

-i|1l.'l.':'|.'l|.':llll} of theavea bul, with

theirson Josh in mind, they had
also started to see the appeal of

i second home abroad, We've
travedled o lot, but soee vou have

a Family vou realise that actoally
what worild he mice would be to g
somewhere von knew where you
et just ehill oot as soon as vou gel
there, save Ansanda, The couple
dicd seame pesenrels but soon pealised
thist property prives in Tuscny
were out of their ceieh - until, that
is. Bobstumbled aevess one place
ot the internet that wis aflordable

annd abzolutely bemtiful,



‘When we came to
Tuscany for the first
time on holiday, we
just looked at each
other and said,
“this is fantastic™

Solell us

The plaee wer fomn is 5 restimed

el next?

I+ h-century hamlet in the T
halls eanlles Beovvgees o Vagli, win
veuean buy a shire of one of e
10 praperties there, Boband 1 ew
ouk to b i look, loved it aed
bewghita <hare of the ownership in
i two-Twed apartment,

Proes that mean vouw can anly

sl i few wee vieur here?

sty s el veewait s ong s

thenes availability, We reserve 21

Ag Soon as we arrive
wa biually spend two
or three days just
chilling out by the
pool, says Amanda

clavs . the beginming of the res

wear s then onee v

Wive s

Has it Hvesd W b yeng

Yefimitedy — it's sueh a el
plage. When the weatheris nice we

ustally have two orthree diys jost

s from the
eIk
hikes vom ean use as well. The »

o

Amanda and Bob

were drgwn to the peace
and tranguitiity of the
area, but Florence and
Sienaare not far away
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Seating under a
vifie=covened pergola is
thie perfect place to take
in the beauty of the
Riccone valley




FEATURE AND STYLING HEATAER VOINT FNOTOGRARIS OLLY JOLLTFFE

As the Wheatleys
bought a share in the
apartment, it came
furnished. Tt

done beautifull
really feals like h
says Amanda. All the
furniture is from
local shops

iearesL lown, whineh B a 20
ninle elvive away, is Cortona. 115
miedieval and ahsolutely stomming
e grept forshoppinmg.

Have vou gol to lonow o lot of

gl ol b

Wiy et afew |:-|'r||'|=|' ik the
resort, W emiail (osay when we'ne
coamine outand we'll have dinner
toerether while we're here, Umesire
ot we T et e peopls
arvch it womdd b et for Josh ifwe
wiet to lnow some famalies with
children., Also, instead of booking
bt wieeks inan dparoent, you
b the option of hooking two
apartments tor the same week so
yohn e invite feiends or f:!'l'l'lil:n. Loy
shay, too, We haven't done that yet
as we'te stll setthing 1o, but itwall
b really e when we di.
What's your favourite thing
ot life in Toscany?
Its just a really rebicing, beawtiful

phice, There aren't soomany miles

W Far where ta buy items in this feature

for everything and lifes not as
rigid a5 inthe UK. Bab and Fave
s Foondlies and we love thie fiet
thmt CVETY thing is so freshy, and
capiecilly love getting cur buffals
mazzarella and tomatoes. Josh hos
asoft spot for the tirmmisw, The
peeeapales e el Lo, No one s
Larkeen ofTenee atour poor alisn -
they just find g way 1o
commmunicate, SHll wewill be
takimg Tealinn chisses

PRes wirns siee yourselves ever
moving Lo laly permanently?
Jash iz setthed at school in the UK
sovwe swouldn't want o uproot
b, but when he's older [ean
imagine spending & few monthsa
vear bere, Right nesw we are just
trving to figure out when we will
next come, Wewerethinking
about Christmas, but 1'm not sure
Joshowill want to eome beeause
he's comeerned that Santa might

not koo where we are!’ o
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in the village of
Vagli-are sal
tunming gardens

All the apargments ! *

What we've learned. . .

@ ‘Bob and I dithered when we were buying

as we didn't know exactly how fractional
ownership, which is what we've done, worked.
We own a share in a two-hed property, but we
|earned that unlike a timeshare we can stay as
often as we like as long as there is availability!
® ‘We can sell our share at any time, but we
didn't buy as an investment. We were réassured
when we saw the value go up though.

@ You pick up little bits of [talian as you go
along, but we'll take classes to improve!

The painted antigue vanity

“ uni and scalloped-edged waffle
= towels add a charming touch to
the rustic-style bathroom

Nawemier 2007 Idealhome
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WHAT'S OUT THERE?
Want your own little piece of paradise
in Tuscany? Here’s what vou can get

BY THE BEACH

Map bang by the seaside,
close to the bustling modern resort of
Tirrenia, is Villa Regina-Elena, which is
actually a former children's home that
has been converted into some 200
[uxury apartments of various sizes and
styles, At this price you get an apen-
plan living, kitchen and dining space,
plus two bedranms, a utitity roam,
bathroom and an outside tarrace or
balcony: Riviera Hames (01327 261762
www.rivierahomes.net)

B YOUR OWHN PALACE O

You have two choices with this ALL Y U N EED TO KNUW
impressive palazzo in the village of It you're thinking about buying & share in'2 holiday homa, read op
Lictana Nardi, which dates from 1720

and was once the hame of the Duke of
Parma: you can keep it as it is with its
five self-contained apartments and run ]

your own BEB, or you could convert it

back into one fabulows home, It really is A
a beauty with vaulted ceilings and vast ak:
doors made from chastnut wood,
LArchitrave (00 390 187 475 543;

www larchitrave.com})

FOR ART LOVERS

Near the charming spa town
of Bagni di Lucca, this gorgeows village

house, bullt in the 17005, has bags of

space with seven bedrooms and :
three bathreams, The living room is
the real star here, though, withits
10th-century frescoed ceiling. Outside,
there's a covered loggia that runs the
entire length of the hause, so you can
enjoy alfresco living, Villaman
Cotsulting (00 390 583 494 §34;
wwwvillaman.com)

A WOUSE WITH A VIEW

If you're Inoking for something
wnusual, Villa Tobias will fit the bill,
Built in 1803, It comes complete with its
awn tower offering 360-degres views of
the surraunding countryside. The graund
flaar has an open-plan kitchen-diner
with fireplace, while a magnificent
imarbibe staircase leads to four large
bedrooms. The historic village of
Mulazzn, where Dante ance stayed, is just
@ 10-minute drive away, LArchitrave (00
390 187 475 543; wwwlarchitrave.com)

WO FOR ONE
What a deal - for this price you
get two two-bed houses with glorious
witws of the Apennine mountains. You
cowld start your own B&B with these
progerties that are close to the
medieval fortress town of Castiglione
and date from the 18005, Both houses
have been renovated and outside you'll
find 5,000 sq m of lznd, 0 there's
plenty of room for a swimming pool!
Tuscan Homes {00 390 583 711 225;
wwwLtuscanhaomes.com)




